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“The Book Of The Twelve”
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Possible reasons why we don’t read the minor prophets:

1. Cognitive dissonance - Mental discomfort
experienced when there is information given to
us that causes us to see that we have two
opposing beliefs about ourselves, others, God or
the world.

2. Dualistic vs dialectical thinking

Dualistic thinking - there are only two
alternatives to most problems or realities.

Dialectic thinking - The ability to synthesize
what seems like two opposing alternatives
or contradictions.




In the minor prophets we see BOTH

God’s anger and compassion
God’s judgement and hope

Human trials and deliverance




It’s the depth of God’s anger that reveals the radical
depth of God’s compassion.

It’s the honesty of God’s judgement that reveals the
reality of God’s hope.

It’s the struggle of the trials that reveal the power
through which God delivers us.
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Micah 6:8

He has shown you, oh human, what is good
And what does the Lord require of you?

To act justly and to love mercy
and to walk humbly with your God.




JUSTICE - Restorative, joining God in making wrong things right.
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JUSTICE - Restorative, joining God in making wrong things right.

MERCY - Faithfulness, loving-kindness, forgiving.

HUMILITY - Humble countenance, prudence (disciplined)




The Prophet’s Perspective:

We get to join God in making wrong things right.

We get to choose mercy knowing that we don’t
deserve mercy either but God offers it to us.

We get to walk humbly with God, choosing discipline
over mere pleasure, with God’s help through
relationship.




Moralistic Therapeutic Deism

A god exists who created and ordered the world and
watches over human life on earth.

God wants people to be good, nice, and fair to each
other, as taught in the Bible and by most world religions.

The central goal of life is to be happy and to feel good
about oneself.

God does not need to be particularly involved in one's
life except when God is needed to resolve a problem.

Good people go to heaven when they die.
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Moralistic Therapeutic Deism:

A god exists who created and ordered the
world and watches over human life on
earth.

God wants people to be good, nice, and
fair to each other, as taught in the Bible
and by most world religions.

The central goal of life is to be happy and
to feel good about oneself.

God does not need to be particularly
involved in one’'s life except when God is
needed to resolve a problem.

Good people go to heaven when they die.
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